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How is prosperity and rvealth created?

Wealth is created by mining raw rnaterials frorl the ground, t-amir-rg plants atld aniurals

fl'orr tl-re soil, and value adding to these raw materials through rlanurt'acturing.

All this can and is labor and capital intensi'u'e. For one to risk tirne and tr-ionev orr these

enterprises, one needs to have an expectation of a protit. Iror a sat-e al-rd productivc'

business environment, there rlust be a stable mone)'ut-tit, sound trrottetary policl', l-air

taxes, and reasonable rules.

'fhe f-ailest human environment
the heritage of-our civilization,
by case law, or experience.
The principles are summarized
ivorld views can agree:

is the one we HAD under cotntl-ton lavn'. Cotltlon lari is
based on rlatLrral law, discovered by' reason, and bLrilt r-rp

in ? sentences, on which all religions, political and

1) Do all you have agreed to do. Tiris is thc- basis o1'all contract lau', anci f'air

business.
2) Do not encroach on other persons or their pfoperty. l'his is the basis fbr tort lau

and crin-rinal larv.

No one would rvant to live in a society where these 2 lau,s al'e not the rLtle. Bltt trlarlv

think that while no person should transgress these ? most basic principles, the

government can violate these 2 rules whenever ofllcials want to. But sotne of r-rs think
that a government that is not held to the same principles the rest of us nlust live ur-rdc'r

tor f-airness and justice, is itself ur-rfair and lawless.

What hinders prosperity and wealtl'r creatior-r?

But now, rather than common law, we have political law, which is larvs tlade accordirl-c

to the whims of people, wheneverthey can get a rr-ra]ority vote. Rarely are these

thousands of rules evertested to see if they are in harnrot-ry'with the 2 rLrles fbr peacelirl

hurlan co-existence on which we all can agree. The result is burdensoltle atld capliciours

rules that hinder wealth creation and prosperity'.

'fhese rnyriad of rules are combined rvith atax systen'r that is cornplex, fr-rllof speciiil

favors fbr privileged classes, and subject to change with each neu, t.neetiltg of tl"ie

legislature. Hardly an environment conducive to riskirrg tluch ntone\/ arld etlbrt.



So, instead of government being the re1'eree, to see that violations of these 2 principles
are corrected, we now have ablizzard of rules that allegedll'are to prevent solltL'olte

tiom potentially harming another. All these rules are.iLrstified as beir-rg for the pr,rblic

good.
Underourfbrmerway of common law, if there vvas no hanr-r and no victirn. there \\'as I-)o

crime. If there was an offense, there was purr-rishnrent and restitutior-r. Wher-r tl-rere is a

real crime now, violators go to prison and become a further burrden on the productiv'ity

of the people producing real wealth.
Now, under political law, one can be tlned or lose property or liberty fbr a ntere papef

rvork t-ailure.
NO HARM, NO FOUL should be our watchword.

There is a liberty and freedorn solutiorr fbr nearlv every government ilttervention against

people and business. My suggestion is that we intentionally look fbr tl'rese. I catr

recommend sources.
(The Market for Liberty, by Morris ar-rd Lind -l'annel-rill)

Prosperity will be the inevitable by product of liberty. It always is.

MINING

Mining is essential to prosperity. If we do not rrine fbr oLrr raw llatel'ials, we are poorel',

and must buy them from others who will gain or.rr wealth. We cannot evelt have an1'

"clean energy" industry, unless someone mines the valuable rnetals, r-nakes the products,
ar-rd ship thern here. Without a rnir-rir-rg industrv, \ve afe hostage to the t-narkets of others.

We are not rnaking our own destiny, but are servants to those wl'ro produce the raw
rnaterials.

Creating wealth is different from creating 'n,alue. I can create value fbr vor,r if I shine
your shoes. You can create value for rne if yoLr r.,u,ash rlv lar-rrrdrl'. Neither creates

wealth. We only trade our wealth fbr sorrethir-r,e of value. Those who create rvealth n,ill
prosper lnore than those who only trade value.
Consider tourism. Who can most affbrd to come to Montana and trade their n,ealth fbr
our value? It is those in wealth producing indr,rstries.

fhe legislature wants to gather ideas about creating job opportur-rities, and intprovirrg the

businesses clirnate in the state. A better questior-r is how do we create prosperity irt

Montana? If we know what brings prosperity. \\'e can answer the qrlestions about
business climate, and get the jobs that resr-rlt frorr-r productive ancl robr-tst businesses.

I carne here to talk about minins. I rvant to introduce the topic of the greatest robbert'ttr



the history of Montana. This crime has beer-r largely unnoticed, the perpetrators har,'e

been handsomely rewarded, and the people of Montana are being impoverished.
This will be a short look at how we were robbed. and how we resain our lost treasure

and achieve prosperity agair-r.

Documents that define our history of grievances ar-rd provide the solutions:

Declaration of Independence
Arti c les of Conf-ederation
Constitution and Bill of Rishts

Documents that declare how private property boundaries will be deflned and hou' the

natural resources contained in thern will be extracted and del'eloped :

Mining Act of 1872, 1890 and l89l
Sorne brief historical markers are needed here to set the stase.

Montana:
The initial property lines that were defined tbr tl-re entire Western territories call1e oLIt

of Virginia City.
Of the deflned territories, tbr instance, one r.'n'as Idaho,Wyorning, it-tto the Dakotas errlcl

M'f, with the Governor in ID.
Durir-rg the Civil War however, the discoi,'ery,of gold in Alder Culch, Virgirria Cit-r'.

MT prompted President Lincoln to nraneuv'er MT irrto a separate tel'ritorv w hich u'as

governed with a Vigilance Comrnittee out o1'Virginia City. This rvas the llrst f'ecic'ral

agency irrtervention in Montana to secure the rrineral rvealth fbr the benetlt and Ltsc'

by the federal government. The gold was used to undern'rite the currency Lincolr-t

used to support the Northern anny. The sorlthern Confederate arnl\/ did not l-iave

access to it. This was circumvention of the Constitution bv the President.

Following the Civil War the Western Territories needed dellnition of property' rights

and the rights to work and develop tl-re natural resources. This led to the developlrent
of the Mining Act of 1872 that defined boundaries and usages of resources. 'f he

boundaries evolved to include states, counties, rnunicipalities and townships and

ir-rcluded both surf-ace and subsurf-ace deflnitions. These all began in Virgirria City'

with the def-inition of specific claiurs, deeds ar-rd titles to the trinerals,
both surface and subsurface.

The development of Montana as a state to becorle known as the Treasure State \\as a

direct result of the MiningAct of 1872.Ir-r the l8B0's the developntent of Vlorttana

rninerals led to the fbrmation of the Ar-raconda Copper Co by Marcus Daill'and
associates. The Anaconda expanded its mir-ring boundaries beyond MT, contt'olling
mineral development from Alaska to Peru. There is a band of trinerals that
stretches down the spine of theAr-nericas, arrd it cor-nes close to tl're surt-ace ir-r places



iike Montana. In 1900 Daily fbrmed the llrst hard asset based metals bank in Burtte.

Tokens representing values of measured amounts of eitl-rer gold, silr'et'or copper.

were circulated in lieu of U.S. Treasury dollars.
One year later, J.P. Morgan and J.D. Rocl<et-eller convinced Daill, to trade thc'r'erlue

of the metals of theAnaconda ir-rto paper stock of Wall St. corporations. Tl-ris rvas the

first derivative/f-rat transaction against the natr-rral resources of Montana. fhis is the

classic exan-rple of pump and dump. Daily died within two years broke and dispirited.

Now we jurnp forward to the creatiorl of the EPA by Richard Nixorr in 1970. This is
the second tirne an agency was created by the f-ederal governtnent and ttsed as a

vel"ricle to capture and conflscate private nrinerai properties and assets in Montana.
The properties of the Anaconda passed down throu-s,h several ownerships and

eventually declared 'unworkable and abandoned'(tl-rrough larv, rule, regulatiort al-rd

political maneuvering).
EPA was devised to circumvent the Mining Act of 1872 and conflscate resoLrrces artd

propert), on behalf of the f-ederal qoverrrrrent. The MiningAct it't concert u'ith thc-

Constitution protects private property rigl-rts ar-rd the use of those properties. EPA

formed the largest superfund site in Arnerica and worked along witl-r our state

government to rob MT of its natural resoLrrce values. ( 
-fhe Mining Act of i 872

conflrr-ns lawful procedure for citizens to acrluire propertl'rights ir-r the n-tinet'al estilte

of- fbderal lands)
-fhe 

State also cooperated with tl-re EPA by lraneLlverir-rg a cyanide ban to be passed

into law. The State was also in collr-rsion with EPA in destroyine the infrastrLrctr-rre of
the rnining industry (smelter, rail lines, mills).

Next cante deregulatior-r of powel led by tl"re Governor and passed by the Legislaturre.

This etfectively shut down rnining by escalatir-rg energ), costs so rapidly that within
48 hours, a megawatt rose tiorn $18 to over $300. This became another resoLlrce

grab as it prevented the mining industry fror-r-r being able to operate cost ef-fectivelr'.

It is irnperative to understand that by denying Lrse of the natural resoufces it tlansf-ers

the value of those resources to the confiscating government agency. This is a trar-rsf-er

of wealth away tiom ourTreasure State. Those values no longer can be countecl it-t

our coffers, hence devaluing our hard assets. Wl'rer-r you have a r-ninir-rg operatiorr
extracting minerals, the reserve is valued rnore tl-ran if they are jr.rst there.

All of these issues are magnif-red because we are a border state. It is a lxatter not
unlike Arizona is f-acing. If we cannot protect ourselv'es fl'orr our govefnltlent ltorv

can we protect fiorn foreign invaders. By tl-re acceptarlce of -53o% of our br-rdget

coming fiom federal fur-rds, we al'e no longer sovereign. 'fhe Wilderness deal that

Tester is pushing subverts the Mining Act b1,' once again denf ing Lrs access to ourt'

resources. This disallows us from r.rsing oLlr own resoLlrces to develop oLu'o\ n



economy. This leads to insolvency and
contributing to national prosperity, we

indebtedrress to tl-re f-ederal reserve. lr-rstead

are denendent on har-rdouts and bailoLrts.

of

Allthis was done atthe invitation of the state. underthe "conservative asenda"at-icl

under Republican leadership.

Solutions:
Educate our Legislators as to the nteanirrg of their oath to tl-re Cor-rstitution. J'l-iere can

be no liberty without propefiy rights.

Educate the Legislators about their tlduciary,responsibilities to protect the personal
propefty rigl-rts of their constituents. This includes deeded land, patented lancl and

businesses.

Edr,rcate the Legislators about the Mining Act of 1872 and its relevance to State

resource values today. There has to be a campaign to block tl-re pending legislatiort
in Washington to change thisAct. The san-ie perversion o1'thisAct is beine used to

conflscate our fbrests, water and f-arrnir-rg lar-rds abor,'e the surf-ace. (ranchero side) .

(Our two Senators are both eqLrally involved in this heist.)

COORDINATION is our most viable and available tool fbr taking b:rcli control of
our natural resources and being abie to work with tl-ren-r. This is to be r.rsed t-rot just
between the State and the federal governn-lent but also betrveen the State ar-id local
county governments. This is to be used to strengthen our State sor.,ereignty/retained
rishts.

Exarnine all legislation fiorn tl-re perspective of whether or not our natural resource
values are retained and controlled within our boundaries.

Educate legislators ir-r sound r.noney systell (HyackAustrian theoly'). A local, state of
rrational sound money systen'r cannot be bLrilt rvitl-rout the rratural resources anc'l the

ability to develop thern. Our present national econontic dernise is a lir-rear result of
urtsound money. The remedy is in hard rnetals.
(recommended reading Meltdowr-r by Thomas Woods,

Educate about Agenda 21 including the role of registered NGO's which are

prevalent in our state.
greentracki n gl i brar)r. org, fieedomadvocates. org

It is only if the above is understood ar-rd addressed that br-rsiness u,ill have the
confldence to invest in Montana. Without providing the confldence to bLrsiness tl-iat

they will be protected in theirproperty rights, resources and the availability to



effectively have a dialogue with all representatives, Montana rvill be like an-v other

federally run state. Business will have no reason to do business here. IJnless tl-re

Legislators clear out those who are robbir-rg us, rvithout conlpronise, a souttd

economic system cannot be built. [t no longer is permissibie to allow politicians to
continually invoke government fbilLrres to justify destroyir-rg individual fieedorr-r.

The learning curve is steep ar-rd what is at stake is our libertl'. These Legislators har,'e

the opportunity to take a stand with each vote, and each day dr-rrir-rg this sessiorr thel'

will be deterrr-rininsthe flture survival of this State and in tLrrn. oLrr RepLrblic.

Let me address a couple of potential objections or questions.

Pollution: We have been falsely told that n-rir-ring is nnreasonable hazardous arrd c1'ar-ridc

is poisonous. hnproperly handled, that is true. Tl-re sarle can be said ofjust about
everything. The chernicals under your kitcher-r sink are lrore hazardous thar-r rttining
processes. The same processes are used every day in chrome plating, rnufller shops, and

rranufacturing without harm. (notice that only cyanide leacl-r MINING was voted out,

not the use of the cyanide process. Tl-ris would r-rot have been tolerated by the public.)
Once the cl'rernistry is explained to you, yoLr see it is perf-ectl1, corrt-t-tonplace and t-rot

hazardous. Mass ignorance of-chernistry alloweci this fl'aucJ to be perpetrated on its.

(What does this say about our educatior-rs system?)

'l'he Berkley Pit: This was tun-red overto the control of Halliburton and Bechtel. by'the
EPA, with the assent of fonner Republican adrninistrations. Instead of separatir-rg tl-re

Liseful rninerals fiom the water, with the result of valr-rable minerals and clean u'ater. thev
pay solneone n-rillions each year, and do not produce any value. This separatiort pl'ocess

is a very ordinary direct ionizatior-r process, ar-rd rvould be dor-re if it rvere in private
l-rands.

Srnokestacks: We have catalytic converter techr-rology that makes the euissions qutte

clean. Platinurn is needed, which would provide another r"narket for our currertt t't-tines.

SUMMARY

We have to know the goal to determine the way'.

We have to ask the right questions to corre r-rp rvith the right ans\vers.
fhe goal is prosperity and the right questiorr is, how is prosperitl, cre:rted.

Prosperity comes fi'om creating wealth in an enr,'ironment of comuron larv, with al-t

honest money, and a fair judicial systen-r, unenclurbered by capricious rules and high
taxes.



The tbundation of all wealth is in r"r-rir-rir-rg and f-arnrir-rg. Montana cor-rld be the ttatiot-t's

leader in both, with the result of creating an example of prosperitl,and securitl'fbr
others to follow.

If the legislature is serious about rebuilding the econorny, it will not be done u'itl-r the

porrzi scheme of debt creation, and people tradir-rg service fbr service.

It can be dorne by revitaltzingour mining econolxy, by reasserting protectior-r fbr private
property rights, punishing only real crirnes, (harrn to people ar-rd tl-reir lands) and

moderating taxes.

I sr,rggest that the legislature form a str-rdy group to learn the truth about n-rining, and set

Lrp a path to take us fbrward to real prosperitv agair-r.

Joel Boniek


